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LŦ ƛǘΩǎ easyto grow in humid climates (southeastern 
¦{ύΣ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΦ

ÅWell known:

ÅCabernet Sauvignon
ÅWell known, can be very 

difficult to ripen

ÅChardonnay
ÅWell known, extremely 

susceptible to spring frost 
and bunch rots

ÅGood alternatives:

ÅCabernet franc, Petit Verdot
ÅMaybe lesser known, very 

adaptable and consistent 
fruit quality

ÅChardonel, Vidal blanc
ÅLesser known, but consistent 

yielders of high-quality fruit



Thought process when choosing cultivars

ÅмΦ ²ƛƭƭ ƛǘ άǿƻǊƪέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƴŜȅŀǊŘΚ
Å5ƻŜǎ ƛǘ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜ όŎƻƭŘΣ tƛŜǊŎŜΩǎ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜύ

ÅDoes it produce crop (frost)

ÅDoes it produce an economical crop?

ÅIs it RELATIVELY disease tolerant?

ÅDoes it ripen to acceptable 
composition (primary, secondary)?

Å2. Can I sell it?
Å{ƛƴƎƭŜ άǾŀǊƛŜǘŀƭέ ǿƛƴŜ

ÅBlend



How will I know if it will it work in my vineyard?

ÅTalk and network with 
your neighbors
ÅThey want you to 

succeed

ÅContact local / statewide 
extension personnel
ÅThey also want you to 

succeed

ÅAcknowledge the 
limitations of your site
ÅTopography, soil, 

weather, etc.



Will it work in the vineyard?

ÅLŦ ƛǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎǊƻǿ ƛǘ
ÅPurchase cultivar from other regional 
ƎǊƻǿŜǊόǎύΣ ƛŦ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΧ

ÅLǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΧ

ÅLŦ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻǿΣ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 
ƳŜŀƴ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ƛǘΧ
ÅVignoles, Chancellor, Baconoir

ÅCabernet Sauvignon, Viognier, Riesling, 
Sauvignon blanc


